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Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception
Gestalt psychology was conceived in the Berlin School of Experimental Psychology, 
and tries to understand the laws of our ability to acquire and maintain meaningful 
perceptions. 
● (German: Gestalt [ɡəˈʃtalt] "shape, form")

Key principle: when the human mind perceives a form, the whole has a reality of 
its own, independent of the parts. 

This allowed the development of 8 Gestalt Laws of Grouping. Here we are 
highlighting only the most relevant 5 for data presentation. You can read more 
details about them on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gestalt_psychology 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA_for_German
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gestalt_psychology


Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception
Proximity. We tend to see objects that are visually close 

together as belonging to part of a group.

Similarity. Objects that are similar in shape and color as 

belonging to part of a group.











Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception
Closure.  We tend to perceive objects such as shapes, 

letters, pictures, etc., as being whole when they are not complete. 
Specifically, when parts of a whole picture are missing, our 
perception fills in the visual gap. 

Continuity. Elements of objects tend to be grouped 

together, and therefore integrated into perceptual wholes if they 
are aligned within an object. In cases where there is an intersection 
between objects, individuals tend to perceive the two objects as 
two single uninterrupted entities. 







Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception
Law of good Gestalt. Elements of objects tend to be 

perceptually grouped together if they form a pattern that is regular, 
simple, and orderly. This law implies that as individuals perceive the 
world, they eliminate complexity and unfamiliarity so they can 
observe a reality in its most simplistic form. Eliminating extraneous 
stimuli helps the mind create meaning. 

This meaning created by perception implies a global regularity, 
which is often mentally prioritized over spatial relations. The law of 
good gestalt focuses on the idea of conciseness, which is what all of 
gestalt theory is based on. 










