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as such, i.e. contemplating the basic concepts intertwined with the ontological thought
and its epistemic consequences. We hope our endeavor would help move Avicennism
beyond its archival destiny and historiographic framing contaminating all scholarly

work on Islamic philosophy.

The Basic Structure of Metaphysical Thinking in Islam

Toshihiko Izutsu (141-164)

Metaphysical truth, says the adherent to unity of existence, is two-dimensional
contingent upon whether it (the truth) is determined (articulated) or not. If the
world of appearances, the world of determinations, were to be considered as self-
subsistent and enduring, then it is false and unreal. Were it to be considered in its
relation to the Ultimate Truth, however, then it is perfectly real. The knowledge of the
world of appearances, a knowledge of essences by its nature, ought not blockade our
knowledge of the ultimate structure of Reality, the knowledge of which cannot be but
presential. Here, the mystic-philosopher holds sway over the two dimensions when his
empirical ego is extinguished in the Absolute (annihilation), bringing the subject and

the object together and witnessing unity in the heart of multiplicity (annihilation of

annihilation).

Metaphysics in its Home Ground: Philosophy and Mysticism in Dialogue

Mohammad Mesbahi (an interview) (167-186)

Mohammad V University at Agdal - Rabat
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Metaphysical Truth: Sensing Nature and Intuiting Existence

Hasan Badran (91-118)

Sapiential Knowledge Institute — Lebanon

Rationality is distinctive of man. It is the knowledge of universals; the tools we deploy

in seeking truth.

Universals are of two types, those that are arrived at by the abstraction of the
senses, and this is the heart of essential propositions, and universals that are had by the
abstraction of the mind, and this is the heart of philosophical propositions. Metaphysics
transcends the meta which encompasses the truth; a transcendence of exclusion, and
in this sense transcending the imagined and the relative, ultimately attaining truths
and facts; and a transcendence of assembly and comprehensiveness, and in this sense
it should be utilized - as is suggested in this paper - to surpass essences and things

concrete to arrive at existence, inasmuch as it is a primary philosophical concept.

Avicennism and Heidegger’s Criticism of the History of Metaphysics

Nader El-Bizri (119-140)

Cambridge University - UK

The Avicennan ontological heritage had a far-reaching impact exceeding the vocation
ascribed to it as amediator between the Aristotelian oeuvre and its renovating scholastic
interpretations. Disputably, He was regarded by Heidegger as a first milestone in
the path to essentialism perfected ultimately by Hegel. Here we consider Avicenna’s
ontology in our analysis of being and existence from a Heideggerian perspective critical
of the history of philosophy, and defiant to epistemic and existential challenges ensuing

from the development of science. This is a reading aiming at contemplating existence
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Ontology: Is It Fundamental?

Immanuel Levinas (63-74)

Philosophy, and all human inquiry, was built on denying the individual being all that
gives it its peculiarity and distinctiveness, while retaining what is common to the genus.
In such a journey, the inquisitive mind ceases not before arriving at what is common
to all beings. This universal, however, gets duller as we go on, until it is confined, in
description, at the end of the journey, to being or existence. The oddness here, in
this epistemological journey; is that the further you go, the farther you are from the
distinctiveness and particularity of the individual being. Here, the author deems the
said approach unfitting to deal with humans, even if it were eligible to deal with things.
The reality of man subsists in his distinctiveness that cannot be cognized by looking
through the universal; this looking extinguishes it. The only approach permissible is to

meet this reality and converse with it.

The Return to Metaphysics

Eduard Nicol (75-90)

Metaphysics deals with primary principles while taking existence for granted. Whenever
certain metaphysical constructs elected to prove existence (reality), we ended up with
skepticism and relativity. Reality cannot be suspended (Descartes and Husserl) as we
go about finding a way to demonstrate it, or founded (modern physics) as if unavailable;
it only makes itself present in a dialogical rapport. Moreover, the primary evidence on
existence cannot reside in the ego’s consciousness alone; we wouldn’t be capable of

establishing any reality thereof. The evidence resides in its perpetual presence, although

it does not attend without limitations or featureless.
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SPECIAL ISSUE: THE RETURN OF METAPHYSICS

Overcoming Metaphysics in Contemporary Philosophy of Science
Bachelard and the Objective Reality

Khanjar Hamiyyeh (21-44)

Lebanese University ~ Beirut

The collapse of classical-physics-bound philosophy, with the progress of quantum
theory, intensified the campaign inaugurated by Kantians and Skeptics against
metaphysics as a legitimate domain of human inquiry and knowledge. In an effort
to curtail the ensuing extreme positivist and relativist positions, Bachelard, while
pursuing the idealist prospects instigated by Heisenberg, established the priority of
mathematical reality as if trying to make room for objectivity. In his hands, objectivity
became a theoretical invention that would essentially de-materialize the universe,

dropping, thereat, the law of non-contradiction and basing reality on non-reality.

The Possibility of Metaphysics

E.]. Lowe (45-62)

Durham University - UK

Metaphysics plays a pivotal role in philosophy as the central form of rational inquiry
with its own methods and verification criteria. All other scientific disciplines are based
on metaphysical assumptions, logic un-excluded. As such, logical possibility is not
enough to evaluate the results of experience for the formal, or conceptual basis, which
constitutes the domain of logic, returns, of necessity, to the ontological basis, the domain

of metaphysics. It is metaphysical possibility that makes metaphysics possible.
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